March 6, 2007.

À:  info@animaquebec.com 

FROM: Nicole Joncas tejasanimalrefuge@sympatico.ca  

The polite form of address is not merited in this letter I forward to you today. I shall simply get on with my message.

You anima-q have no idea the pain and suffering you have caused animals and humans alike because of your persistent inaction and failure to do your job.

The first time your inspector went into the puppy mill of Lamarche and Pinard, in 2005, over a year after this had been reported to you, let's be clear, you saw exactly what we had seen. You had the power and the duty to apply bill P-42. You knew fully well that what you saw that day was animal cruelty at its worse. You blindly chose to ignore the 400 breeding dogs, begging you with their eyes, their screaming barks pleading to be rescued. You saw the endless twirling into the air of the many who had gone mad from their cruel and harsh incarceration for years on end in the hands of apathy. You saw the dead dogs, the dead puppies, the burned cadavers in the wood burning furnace. You saw the stagnant putrid water seeping into their prisons. You saw the mimed, the blind, the disease ridden carcasses of LIVING dogs. You saw those that through learned helplessness had completely given up the will to live. You saw that there was no heating system, you saw no ventilation system, and you saw the broken windows. You saw the filth and putrid smell of death, and still you did nothing. Where were you anima-q?

And then with time, you began to see what you wanted to see. Things were beginning to look a little better. Could it be that the huge conflict of interest Pijac that is ever so present on your board of directors, was tipping off Lamarche & Pinard of your upcoming inspection? Did you really think that L&P was conforming to your suggestions and recommendations? Don't flatter yourself anima-q, this was simply too convenient, and it gave you the false sense of security and satisfaction that you were looking for.

Please, do you honestly believe that after public pressure your paltry, disgusting little fine against this mill has made us believers in you? We, who worked endlessly to bring this to your attention, for you to take almost 3 years, from the first call in May 2004 to February 2007 for you to finally take a pitifully tiny step, only to show the outraged public that you did something…, where were you anima-q?

You saw it all anima-q, and this was the perfect venue to apply bill P-42. That you chose instead to guide them on how to operate a puppy mill is beyond anyone's imagination.

We counted 400 breeding dogs. Ruscito blatantly and publicly said there were only 75. You knew he was lying. After the two demos, we watched with horror from a distance for weeks, and months, as the millers moved dogs out 20-30 at a time, knowing that they were sending them to other mills on the back roads of Quebec. One of which was seen on television where we recognized the dogs of L&P. They were being moved in vans, and in the small black, metal trailer, with the letters L&P on the side, where the terrified breeding dogs were shoved in over capacity with the burning sun beating on it for hours before they left. Where were you anima-q?
You know and I know that there is still no heating system and no ventilation system in there. You know and I know that the middle windows are only covered in plastic. You know and I know that the huge garage doors on the west side are broken and left wide open. You know and I know that there is still no vetting going on at this mill, that there are no files on the pen doors. But still, you give them an okay to continue to be an infect puppy mill.

The only thing we learned from you is that crime does pay.

You may have fooled the ministry of agriculture, from whom you get your operating budget, the veterinary association who is encouraged to send you donations, the wealthy millers??? who I can not prove, but who could be giving you blood money to stay out of their operations. You fooled Nanette Workman, one of your spokesperson, who showed compassion for the plight of animals; you did fool Michelle Richard who chose not to see or hear what we had to say that day at the Cafe Canine, who gives you her TV ad money, Michelle needs to wake-up and be responsible for who she supports, and finally, YOU DIDN'T FOOL US!

Please tell us what it's like to sit there in your spotless clothes, in your spotless offices, playing GOD for the hundreds of thousands of suffering and tortured animals under your protection. Tell us what it's like to be able to enjoy your fundraising events, and your golf tournaments, where you solicit funds for anima-q from unsuspecting donators. Tell us how it feels to go into a puppy mill; and see the tortured souls, looking at their battered bodies, and looking into their lifeless eyes, and walking away. Where were you anima-q?

Let me tell you what it was like for us, who without the power and the tools and for over two years we tried to get the word out about your dirty little secret hidden in the unheated, unventilated, filthy, puppy mills that exist on almost every back road, in every little community that starts with St-.... in the province of quebec, the very ones that you have chosen to ignore. The very puppy mills that are owned by the many stone hearted operators… who for them every day is a new day that will bring them yet more money. They will always be CANINE HELLS.

Have you ever thought to inspect 8000 Broadway, the headquarters of L&P.? It is most likely convenient for you not to know. Believe me; they have dirty, ugly secrets there too. It is beyond your imagination, the brutality with which those poor creatures are trained. Be prepared to hear the words choker pin collars, and the "helicopter".

We are sick and tired of hearing you constantly complaining about your lack of money, and never hearing a single word about the suffering of animals, only about you.

Did you honestly believe that your paltry little fine could in some way bring restitution and closure for the animals under your protection, and mitigate your conscience. Surely you jest!

We picked them up along the back roads, the broken bodies of the mill dogs after they had been trashed and no longer useful to the millers. We rushed them to the vets and watched as the vets fought to save their lives, hearing that still, another precious soul's system was closing down and would most probably not make it, as we stood by with shattered hearts and tear filled eyes. We were there for them, and we tried to tell you anima-q, but where were you?

Rescuers with van loads of dogs from the back roads driving on icy roads, in blizzards, in the dark, are covering hundreds of miles (no expense account anima-q) to find foster care or loving homes for these many abused and abandoned mill dogs. These rescuers are the unsung heroes, and where were you anima-q?

You see anima-q the millers do what they do because they have no conscience, they are psychopaths, and they have your approbation, but what is your excuse?

You crushed our hope for help for the animals, and we've lost the innocence we once knew, and our lives will never be the same again. We held out for almost 3 years, that anima-q would come through. Very bad move on our part. One thing, and this you MUST believe anima-q, is that we will never stop, fighting for animal protection in this province. The animal activists groups are getting larger by the day, and are here to stay.  We are not alone anymore.

Nicole Joncas

