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Why should you care about the seal hunt? 
1) It is a tax-supported industry that loses money. 
2) Sealers need education to get jobs that pay more and add value. 
3) Perhaps you don’t like paying for seals to be killed purely for luxury fur sales? 
4) And most importantly, there is a real chance of getting the seal hunt banned by 2010. 

 
Snapshot of the hunt  
In late February, pregnant mothers give birth on the ice off the coast of Newfoundland. Babies 
cannot swim, so they remain on the ice for about two months. At 4 weeks old, after they’ve 
molted their white fur, and immediately after they’ve stopped nursing, the hunt begins. To 
ensure that the seal population isn’t completely wiped out, the Canadian government caps the 
hunt at around 340,000 kills per year. Given the quota, and the intense competition among 
sealers, the hunt is fast, furious, often inhumane, and takes less than a week to fully execute.1  
 
Limitations of humane regulations 
There are regulations designed to make the hunt more humane, which require sealers to crush 
(not just fracture) seals’ skulls before skinning them.2 However, with 6,000 sealers competing 
against each other to get the biggest share of the 340,000 allotted kills, and the hunt only 
lasting less than a week, not even the regulations are enforced.3 Veterinarian Pierre-Yves 
Daoust recalls, “I would collect skulls that have been completely crushed and I collected skulls 
that have only a few fractures.” 4 According to Daoust, fear-induced “paralysis” is a typical 
behavior of seals, which when mistaken for unconsciousness can lead to skinning seals alive.5 
And with public observers not allowed within 1 kilometer (0.62 miles) of the hunt, we are asked 
to trust that sealers will show kindness to the seals they are killing.6    
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Sealing is stealing from sealers 
From 1996 to 2005, the number of sealers increased dramatically, the number of kills per 
sealer dropped in half, and the net earnings per sealer dropped from $6,700 to $2,200. In 
2008, earnings per sealer were only $280.*,7 The sealers need some temporary cash to get 
them out of the hunt, and they need training to get jobs that add value to society. Canada has 
a $1 billion Community Adjustment Fund to help communities restructure, and that’s exactly 
what sealing communities require. 8 
 
Saving sealers from themselves 
The profit-motive to kill as many seals as quickly as possible induces sealers to take extreme 
risks by putting their boats into unsafe ice floes. Each year, over 14 sealing boats are seriously 
damaged, including at least 1 sunk. Insurers recognize sealers’ high-risk behavior by 
increasing deductibles from $5,000 for normal fishing to up to $250,000 for sealing. The 
government spends $4.3 million per year helping the sealers with icebreaker ships and other 
rescue services.9 In 2007, the Newfoundland government paid $8 million to owners of boats 
damaged by ice. In 2008, four sealers died while being rescued by the coast guard, which will 
cost the government more than $6 million in legal fees and settlements.10 In any given year, 
the costs of saving sealers from themselves can cost Canadian taxpayers more than the 
sealers actually earn from the hunt.

                                                 
* After taking insurance premiums into account, these earnings per sealer may be as low as $1,900 for 2005 and 
$11 for 2008. 
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Canada’s got its pants down 
Canada has a valuable reputation as a peaceful and friendly country. The seal hunt is a stain 
on that reputation. Trade in seal products has been banned in countries such as the United 
States, Belgium, Italy, and the Netherlands. In 2009, the European Union (EU) considered a 
similar ban. Since 31% of pelts are sold to the EU, and 60% are sold to Norway—which adopts 
many EU policies—the sealing industry is in danger of losing over 90% of its market.11,12 What 
is the cost to Canada’s reputation, trade, and tourism, of supporting for this dying industry? 
 
The cod facade 
The Newfoundland government argues that the seal hunt helps the cod fisheries, since seals 
eat cod. Spain adopted a policy of killing lynx to boost the rabbit population, since lynx eat 
rabbits. However, the result was a decrease in rabbits, since lynx also eat predators of 
rabbits.13 Likewise, seals eat both cod and predators of cod. The government has yet to 
produce a study that takes this into account. If it is even possible to effectively ‘manage’ 
complex food webs, Newfoundland has yet to prove that it can do so in an unbiased and 
scientifically sound manner.  
 
Aberrational not aboriginal 
The Newfoundland government promotes the seal hunt by lumping native Canadians’ 
subsistence hunting in with the commercial seal hunt. The two are separate and distinct. 
According to Stuart Myiow, Secretary of the Mohawk Traditional Council: 

As Mohawk people and world citizens we condemn these acts of horror being 
committed against the seals as it furthers the destruction of our Mother Earth adding to 
the global ecological crisis.14 
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Government funded protests? 
The Canadian and Newfoundland governments spend a total of $200,000 per year promoting 
the seal hunt, including pro-sealing rallies and advertising.15 Canadian taxpayers typically 
approve of government support of industries that add value to Canadian culture, such as the 
arts, which may not be economically viable on their own. The seal hunt is not economically 
viable, but with such widespread opposition—both in Canada and internationally—can it be 
said to add value to Canadian culture? If the hunt doesn’t profit, we must stop it. 
 
See no evil 
The Canadian government incurs additional expenses enforcing its ban on observers within 1 
kilometer (0.62 miles) of the hunt. The hunt can’t be revealed, because it’s a killing field. In 
2008, the federal government incurred $487,000 in costs related to seizing and holding the 
Sea Shepherd’s Farley Mowat ship for allegedly breaching the ‘don’t watch us’ boundary—an 
allegation that the Sea Shepherd is disputing based on GPS records. Canada spends at least 
$2 million per year to manage and enforce regulations related to the seal hunt.16 
 
New math for Newfoundland 
The Humane Society of the United States (HSUS) is responsible for 3,600 U.S. companies 
boycotting Newfoundland snow crabs in protest of the seal hunt, resulting in a confirmed drop 
in annual exports to of $465 million.17 That’s 3.3% of Newfoundland’s total GDP, and 3,300% 
of the annual value of the seal hunt. It would seem that giving up the $14 million sealing 
industry (only $7 million in sealers pockets) to gain $465 million would be a no-brainer. Canada 
isn’t just looking cruel to the rest of the world—it’s looking pretty stupid.   
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Cutting out the middlemen 
The two animal welfare organizations that devote the most resources to ending the seal hunt 
have a combined annual budget of over $200 million.18 If sealers would accept $200 million to 
stop the hunt, which only earns them $7 million per year, both sides should be happy. Even 
without private donations diverted directly to sealers’ bank accounts, the sealers stand to be 
rewarded heavily in a government buy-back program.   
 
The British Columbia salmon fishery has a long history of buy-back programs. From 1970 to 
1995, the federal government has spent $142 million on programs designed to reduce fishing 
capacity. More recently, tobacco farmers in Ontario were offered a $286 million government 
buyout package to leave that harmful industry.19 
 
Kill Bill (starring Mac Harb) 
On March 3, 2009, Canadian Senator Mac Harb introduced Bill S-229 to ban the commercial 
seal hunt. It is the first time in history that a bill introduced in the Canadian senate has failed to 
get a single second nomination, effectively killing the bill before it could even be debated.20  
 
In Canada, legislative bills are initiated either in the House of Commons (308 elected members 
of parliament) or in the Senate (105 un-elected life-time senators chosen by the Prime 
Ministers). Regardless of where legislation is initiated, both branches must approve bills before 
they can be enacted. Therefore, gaining the support of both the House of Commons and the 
Senate is essential for either the success of Bill S-229, or any future legislative initiatives to 
end the seal hunt. 

If you want it to get better, you must send a letter! Page 5 of 7 

http://www.downbound.com


Let’s Just Buy the Seal Hunt by Adam Wilson  downBOUND.com  

Half hour of power 
In the next 30 minutes, you can have your voice heard by every single person with the power 
to end the seal hunt. Each of the 308 Members of Parliament and 105 Senators will have an 
email from you, expressing your desire that they ban the commercial seal hunt. Here’s how: 
 

1) Write a very short email covering these points: 
a. You want a bill to end the seal hunt, like Bill S-299 from Senator Mac Harb. 
b. You are concerned about Canada’s international reputation. 
c. You do not want taxes spent supporting the hunt, since the hunt loses money. 
d. You want the government to compensate sealers and provide job retraining. 

 
2) Email all Canadian Senators at once at http://tr.im/senators. 

 
3) Email all Canadian Members of Parliament at once by copying and pasting the below 

itty bitty 308 email addresses into the BCC field of your email program: 
Abbott.J@parl.gc.ca, Ablonczy.D@parl.gc.ca, Aglukkaq.L@parl.gc.ca, Albrecht.H@parl.gc.ca, Allen.Ma@parl.gc.ca, Allen.M@parl.gc.ca, Allison.D@parl.gc.ca, Ambrose.R@parl.gc.ca, Anders.R@parl.gc.ca, Anderson.Da@parl.gc.ca, Andre.G@parl.gc.ca, Andrews.S@parl.gc.ca, Angus.C@parl.gc.ca, Arthur.A@parl.gc.ca, 
Ashfield.K@parl.gc.ca, Ashton.N@parl.gc.ca, Asselin.G@parl.gc.ca, Atamanenko.A@parl.gc.ca, Bachand.C@parl.gc.ca, Bagnell.L@parl.gc.ca, Bains.N@parl.gc.ca, Baird.J@parl.gc.ca, Beaudin.J@parl.gc.ca, Belanger.M@parl.gc.ca, Bellavance.A@parl.gc.ca, Bennett.C@parl.gc.ca, Benoit.L@parl.gc.ca, Minister.Industry@ic.gc.ca, 
Bevilacqua.M@parl.gc.ca, Bevington.D@parl.gc.ca, Bezan.J@parl.gc.ca, Bigras.B@parl.gc.ca, Black.D@parl.gc.ca, Blackburn.J@parl.gc.ca, Blais.R@parl.gc.ca, Blaney.S@parl.gc.ca, Block.K@parl.gc.ca, Bonsant.F@parl.gc.ca, Bouchard.R@parl.gc.ca, Boucher.S@parl.gc.ca, Boughen.R@parl.gc.ca, Bourgeois.D@parl.gc.ca, 
Braid.P@parl.gc.ca, Breitkreuz.G@parl.gc.ca, Brison.S@parl.gc.ca, Brown.G@parl.gc.ca, Brown.L@parl.gc.ca, Brown.P@parl.gc.ca, Bruinooge.R@parl.gc.ca, Brunelle.P@parl.gc.ca, Byrne.G@parl.gc.ca, Cadman.D@parl.gc.ca, Calandra.P@parl.gc.ca, Calkins.B@parl.gc.ca, Cannan.R@parl.gc.ca, Cannis.J@parl.gc.ca, 
Cannon.L@parl.gc.ca, Cardin.S@parl.gc.ca, Carrie.C@parl.gc.ca, Carrier.R@parl.gc.ca, Casey.B@parl.gc.ca, Casson.R@parl.gc.ca, Charlton.C@parl.gc.ca, Chong.M@parl.gc.ca, Chow.O@parl.gc.ca, Christopherson.D@parl.gc.ca, Clarke.R@parl.gc.ca, Clement.T@parl.gc.ca, Coady.S@parl.gc.ca, Coderre.D@parl.gc.ca, 
Comartin.J@parl.gc.ca, Cotler.I@parl.gc.ca, Crete.P@parl.gc.ca, Crombie.B@parl.gc.ca, Crowder.J@parl.gc.ca, Cullen.N@parl.gc.ca, Cummins.J@parl.gc.ca, Cuzner.R@parl.gc.ca, Damours.J@parl.gc.ca, Davidson.P@parl.gc.ca, Davies.L@parl.gc.ca, Davies.L@parl.gc.ca, Day.S@parl.gc.ca, DeBellefeuille.C@parl.gc.ca, 
Dechert.B@parl.gc.ca, DelMastro.D@parl.gc.ca, Demers.N@parl.gc.ca, Deschamps.J@parl.gc.ca, Desnoyers.L@parl.gc.ca, Devolin.B@parl.gc.ca, Dewar.P@parl.gc.ca, Dhaliwal.S@parl.gc.ca, Dhalla.R@parl.gc.ca, Dion.S@parl.gc.ca, Dorion.J@parl.gc.ca, Dosanjh.U@parl.gc.ca, Dreeshen.E@parl.gc.ca, Dryden.K@parl.gc.ca, 
Duceppe.G@parl.gc.ca, Dufour.N@parl.gc.ca, Duncan.J@parl.gc.ca, Duncan.K@parl.gc.ca, Duncan.L@parl.gc.ca, Dykstra.R@parl.gc.ca, Easter.W@parl.gc.ca, Eyking.M@parl.gc.ca, Faille.M@parl.gc.ca, Fast.E@parl.gc.ca, Finley.D@parl.gc.ca, Flaherty.J@parl.gc.ca, Fletcher.S@parl.gc.ca, Folco.R@parl.gc.ca, Foote.J@parl.gc.ca, 
Freeman.C@parl.gc.ca, Fry.H@parl.gc.ca, Gagnon.C@parl.gc.ca, Galipeau.R@parl.gc.ca, Gallant.C@parl.gc.ca, Garneau.M@parl.gc.ca, Gaudet.Ro@parl.gc.ca, Glover.S@parl.gc.ca, Godin.Y@parl.gc.ca, Goldring.P@parl.gc.ca, Goodale.R@parl.gc.ca, Goodyear.G@parl.gc.ca, Gourde.J@parl.gc.ca, Gravelle.C@parl.gc.ca, 
Grewal.N@parl.gc.ca, Guarnieri.A@parl.gc.ca, Guay.M@parl.gc.ca, Guergis.H@parl.gc.ca, Guimond.C@parl.gc.ca, Guimond.M@parl.gc.ca, HallFindlay.M@parl.gc.ca, Harper.S@parl.gc.ca, Harris.J@parl.gc.ca, Harris.R@parl.gc.ca, Hawn.L@parl.gc.ca, Hiebert.R@parl.gc.ca, Hill.J@parl.gc.ca, Hoback.R@parl.gc.ca, 
Hoeppner.C@parl.gc.ca, Holder.E@parl.gc.ca, Holland.M@parl.gc.ca, Hughes.C@parl.gc.ca, Hyer.B@parl.gc.ca, Ignatieff.M@parl.gc.ca, Jean.B@parl.gc.ca, Jennings.M@parl.gc.ca, Julian.P@parl.gc.ca, Kamp.R@parl.gc.ca, Kania.A@parl.gc.ca, Karygiannis.J@parl.gc.ca, Keddy.G@parl.gc.ca, Kennedy.G@parl.gc.ca, 
Kenney.J@parl.gc.ca, Kent.P@parl.gc.ca, Kerr.G@parl.gc.ca, Komarnicki.E@parl.gc.ca, Kramp.D@parl.gc.ca, Laforest.J@parl.gc.ca, Laframboise.M@parl.gc.ca, Lake.M@parl.gc.ca, Lalonde.F@parl.gc.ca, Lauzon.G@parl.gc.ca, Lavallee.C@parl.gc.ca, Layton.J@parl.gc.ca, Lebel.D@parl.gc.ca, Leblanc.D@parl.gc.ca, 
Lee.D@parl.gc.ca, Lemay.M@parl.gc.ca, Lemieux.P@parl.gc.ca, Leslie.M@parl.gc.ca, Lessard.Y@parl.gc.ca, Levesque.Y@parl.gc.ca, Lobb.B@parl.gc.ca, Lukiwski.T@parl.gc.ca, Lunn.G@parl.gc.ca, Lunney.J@parl.gc.ca, MacAulay.L@parl.gc.ca, Mackay.P@parl.gc.ca, MacKenzie.D@parl.gc.ca, Malhi.G@parl.gc.ca, 
Malo.L@parl.gc.ca, Maloway.J@parl.gc.ca, Mark.I@parl.gc.ca, Marston.W@parl.gc.ca, Martin.K@parl.gc.ca, Martin.Pd@parl.gc.ca, Martin.T@parl.gc.ca, Masse.B@parl.gc.ca, Mathyssen.I@parl.gc.ca, Mayes.C@parl.gc.ca, McCallum.J@parl.gc.ca, McColeman.P@parl.gc.ca, McGuinty.D@parl.gc.ca, McKay.J@parl.gc.ca, 
McLeod.C@parl.gc.ca, McTeague.D@parl.gc.ca, Menard.R@parl.gc.ca, Menard.S@parl.gc.ca, Mendes.A@parl.gc.ca, Menzies.T@parl.gc.ca, Merrifield.R@parl.gc.ca, Miller.L@parl.gc.ca, Milliken.P@parl.gc.ca, Minna.M@parl.gc.ca, Moore.J@parl.gc.ca, Moore.R@parl.gc.ca, Mourani.Ma@parl.gc.ca, Mulcair.T@parl.gc.ca, 
Murphy.B@parl.gc.ca, Murphy.S@parl.gc.ca, Murray.J@parl.gc.ca, Nadeau.R@parl.gc.ca, Neville.A@parl.gc.ca, Nicholson.R@parl.gc.ca, Norlock.R@parl.gc.ca, Obhrai.D@parl.gc.ca, OConnor.G@parl.gc.ca, Oda.B@parl.gc.ca, Oliphant.R@parl.gc.ca, O'Neill-Gordon.T@parl.gc.ca, Ouellet.C@parl.gc.ca, Pacetti.M@parl.gc.ca, 
Paille.P@parl.gc.ca, Paquette.P@parl.gc.ca, Paradis.C@parl.gc.ca, Patry.B@parl.gc.ca, Payne.L@parl.gc.ca, Pearson.G@parl.gc.ca, Petit.D@parl.gc.ca, Plamondon.L@parl.gc.ca, Poilievre.P@parl.gc.ca, Pomerleau.R@parl.gc.ca, Prentice.J@parl.gc.ca, Preston.J@parl.gc.ca, Proulx.M@parl.gc.ca, Rae.B@parl.gc.ca, 
Rafferty.J@parl.gc.ca, Raitt.L@parl.gc.ca, Rajotte.J@parl.gc.ca, Ratansi.Y@parl.gc.ca, Rathgeber.B@parl.gc.ca, Regan.G@parl.gc.ca, Reid.S@parl.gc.ca, Richards.B@parl.gc.ca, Richardson.L@parl.gc.ca, Rickford.G@parl.gc.ca, Ritz.G@parl.gc.ca, Rodriguez.P@parl.gc.ca, Rota.A@parl.gc.ca, Roy.J@parl.gc.ca, Russell.T@parl.gc.ca, 
Savage.M@parl.gc.ca, Savoie.D@parl.gc.ca, Saxton.A@parl.gc.ca, Scarpaleggia.F@parl.gc.ca, Scheer.A@parl.gc.ca, Schellenberger.G@parl.gc.ca, Sgro.J@parl.gc.ca, Shea.G@parl.gc.ca, Shipley.B@parl.gc.ca, Shory.D@parl.gc.ca, Siksay.B@parl.gc.ca, Silva.M@parl.gc.ca, Simms.S@parl.gc.ca, Simson.M@parl.gc.ca, 
Smith.J@parl.gc.ca, Sorenson.K@parl.gc.ca, Stanton.B@parl.gc.ca, St-Cyr.T@parl.gc.ca, Stoffer.P@parl.gc.ca, Storseth.B@parl.gc.ca, Strahl.C@parl.gc.ca, Sweet.D@parl.gc.ca, Szabo.P@parl.gc.ca, ThiLac.E@parl.gc.ca, Thibeault.G@parl.gc.ca, Thompson.G@parl.gc.ca, Tilson.D@parl.gc.ca, Toews.V@parl.gc.ca, 
Tonks.A@parl.gc.ca, Trost.B@parl.gc.ca, Trudeau.J@parl.gc.ca, Tweed.M@parl.gc.ca, Uppal.T@parl.gc.ca, Valeriote.F@parl.gc.ca, VanKesteren.D@parl.gc.ca, VanLoan.P@parl.gc.ca, Vellacott.M@parl.gc.ca, Verner.J@parl.gc.ca, Vincent.R@parl.gc.ca, Volpe.J@parl.gc.ca, Wallace.M@parl.gc.ca, Warawa.M@parl.gc.ca, 
Warkentin.C@parl.gc.ca, Wasylycia-Leis.J@parl.gc.ca, Watson.J@parl.gc.ca, Weston.J@parl.gc.ca, Weston.R@parl.gc.ca, Wilfert.B@parl.gc.ca, Wong.A@parl.gc.ca, Woodworth.S@parl.gc.ca, Wrzesnewskyj.B@parl.gc.ca, Yelich.L@parl.gc.ca, Young.T@parl.gc.ca, Zarac.L@parl.gc.ca 

 
Note: You can also email, fax, or snail mail individual Senators (http://tr.im/each_senator) or 
Members of Parliament (http://tr.im/each_mp). 
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