
Yes, I'm a
Hunter -
Here's Wh
Like Father Lihe Son,
It's in IVIy Blood
87 Fnnonrcx KuNxln

here is nothing like the feeling you get while
gazing at an animal you intend to kill.- 

your heart pounds. Your hands tremble.
Your guts churn with a mixture of exhilaration

and fear. The-animal might be moving slowly through
tle forest, unaware of your presence, or it may be stand-
ing still looking at you. Time speeds up.

Afterward, youwonder: Was this jitterywave otemo
tion about ensuring that the first shot be accurate, that
every ciue must be taken before the trigger is pllled to
avoii missing or wounding an animal? Or is it because
every hunter, down to his bones, recognizes sometldng
elemental and primal in himsell as he prepares to en'
sase in a delibemte act ofviolence, to purposely cross a
wellestablished psychological boundary?

I have hunted ever since I first followed my father
into tltewoods inwestern Pennsylvania when I was 8
vears old, and I still love it. I hunt even though my love
bf hunting puts me at odds with the world that I inhabit
todav in Washington's suburbs.

Friends and colleagues express surprise, and often
disnrst. So I seldom talk about hunting, at least in this
pai of the country. Idon'tusuallyadmit thatl even own-suns. 

But lastweek, after the news reports about &year-
old Sierra Stiles killing a bear on the first day of!!e sea-
son in Western Maryland, I couldn't avoid the subject. It
*as the talk of the office and local talk radio, with some
peoole suggesting that allowing such a young child'to

iarficipate in ttre-hunt was a form of child abuse. When
i leara "5su1 yorrng Sierra's feat, my first reaction ran
toward skepticism. A third-grader killing a bear? Two
shots to th-e chest? Well, hats off to her: I know how
harditiSto huntsuchlargeprey, howeasyit is todo ev'
erything riSt and yet fail to make the kill. I didn't bag
mv first buck until I was 16.-Whenener 

I do tell people that I hunt, they oftenwant
to out me on the spot. They want to know how it's pos'
sibie for a oersort who ha.s attended college and lived in
New York City ana Wastrington, who plays violin qtd at
terrdsthe symphony,who is raisingthree smart andsen-
sitirre Eirl$ all of whom, like their mother,-are op
posed to hunting - can engage in something so

irlmiHtte. They want to know how anyone gn p-artici-

iate in a sporfwhose central aim is killing. Hardest of
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