 

They will never forget….

 

After VVAW’s meeting in Roanoke, one breeder who attended became rather defensive in her e-mails to the Roanoke group in reference to our initiative about the necessity of spaying and neutering animals before they are placed (even puppies, if they are going into companion dog homes, as opposed to show homes).  This breeder does not show dogs, but breeds dogs from show bloodlines, who she considers very valuable.  She stated that her pups leave too early to be spayed and neutered before placement and most go to homes out of state because the purchasers come through her website so follow-up was often impossible.
 

The resulting discussion prompted heartrending replies from others at the meeting.  Because these people have first-hand knowledge of what actually happens to unwanted companion animals, we found their replies to the breeder quite meaningful, and we would like to share some of it with you below.

 

To the breeder, from Tammy Javier…

 

Karen, as I only have e-mail access on the weekends, my response to your letter is late, but hopefully it is never too late to try and make a difference.  That is what Don Marro and Lillian Clancy are trying desperately to do and I applaud them for their efforts!

 

For five long years, six days a week, I killed 50 (or more) animals each day.  That means that I am responsible for the deaths of over 78,000 animals!  Although I still have nightmares, I realize it was not my fault.  I have fought for most of my life to stop the killing.  But it hasn’t been enough.  It will never be enough until all and any of the humans that are truly responsible step up to the plate and take responsibility for the killing!

 

Before you try to fight laws that are meant to help stop this killing, I ask of you to please “walk the walk” of a euthanasia technician for one week.  Just once.  I assure you that you will change your mind.

 

Hold the puppies as they wag their tail and lick your face before their life is “snuffed out” by the injection of a needle.  Cuddle the kittens as they purr and pat your face with their paw before they will no longer purr again.

 

Just for one week.  And then if you can come to me (or anyone else) and say that you will fight any change that will stop the killing, I will have to question not only your motives, but your very heart and soul as well.   

 

Tammy Javier

 

 

To the breeder, from show exhibitor Melanie Schlaginhaufen

 

I agree totally with Tammy—it is very hard to envision the actual problem until you have seen it firsthand.  When volunteering at a shelter in NC that was taking in over 14,000 animals per year (and putting down 12,000), I became friends with their director.  I was volunteering as a temperament evaluator (and pulling for rescue, from the shelter in Guilford County, NC back when it was still run by the County).

 

Often I had to go into the euthanasia room to speak to the director about dogs I had evaluated.  Seeing the expressions on the faces of the innocents who must be killed is a very, very sad thing.  Seeing the piles of bodies on the floor made a deep impression on me.  Even though it has been almost ten years since I have seen those bodies, and the rolling laundry carts as they were taken out to be incinerated-- I cannot get the images out of my mind.

 

Karen, I have shown dogs for 3 decades, and I bred a few litters during the first decade.  Even though I was a relative novice during those breeding years, I was under the guidance of mentors (who co-owned my dogs with me) and they taught me how to screen homes for the puppies, and how to follow up to make sure they were spayed and neutered, etc.  The breed I show is Siberian Huskies, and it is very hard to find permanent homes for these dogs.  They have very unusual temperaments (for example, they must have maximum security fencing, because you cannot take the “run” out of a sled dog.)  In 3 of the 5 litters I bred, there was inevitably one puppy that came back to me later in its life, and had to be re-homed.  I made it so clear to the puppy buyers that dogs must be returned to me, if at any time during their life they needed to find another home, and I stayed in touch with buyers (Christmas cards, phone calls, etc) so they knew I was keeping up with them---they would not have dared to go against their sales agreement, because they knew I would do whatever necessary to make sure it was enforced.  I have actually taken one dog back when he was eight years old, and had health issues, and I had to have him shipped back from Colorado (I lived in NC).  I did not even breed him, but when he was a year old I had to place him while going through a divorce, and I neutered him and placed him with the same agreement—that if at any time they ever got rid of him, he would come back to me.  I did the same with rescue dogs, and have had Siberian rescues come back once in awhile.  This is one of the reasons that I prefer to donate to Siberian rescue instead of fostering and placing the dogs myself, because of the difficulty of finding “forever homes.”  I have also done Aussie, Poodle and mixed breed rescue, and rarely had this problem, but some breeds, especially the working breeds, have special needs.  Perhaps your Standard Schnauzers are also dogs that need to be placed carefully, especially since they are dogs whose puppies sell for large amounts (which tempts your buyers to breed them.  This is an issue with Standard Poodles, and one reason why Poodle breeders have to be exceptionally careful where their puppies go, etc.)

 

Sorry to ramble, but when I read your reasons for not supporting the VVAW initiatives, I cannot help but agree with Don, that something is wrong with the way you are placing your dogs, and you would  benefit from altering your pups before placement, if it is this difficult for you to keep up with them.  I have not bred dogs since early spay/neuter became feasible, but I have fostered mixed breed litters and had them done before placement, and it gives you much peace of mind, knowing that these dogs will never produce animals which might someday meet a horrible end in a shelter.  

 

And if it is necessary to place dogs in other states without having contacts in those states who can thoroughly check them out, then maybe it would be better to produce only the amount of dogs you are able to place in homes which you can closely monitor.

 

At the meeting, I also remember you saying something about your dogs being valuable, not just “some mutt” or something to this effect.  This is another thing I wish you would re-think, Karen.  There is great value in every life, not just in those who have fancy pedigrees.  I would hate to think that God did not love me as much as he loves a beautiful movie star, wouldn’t you?  The animals who are dying are wonderful, and just as special, if not more so, than anyone’s Best in Show dog.  They do not deserve what is happening to them.

 

I have not always understood responsible dog ownership.  I grew up in a home that allowed dogs to run loose, and I suffered the heartbreak of having three pets killed by cars.  Also, the first dog I had when I moved out on my own was in my fenced yard, which was not an expensive, secure fence, and he got out and was killed.  I was 18 years old, and now I am 50 years old, but I can remember that day as if it were yesterday and tears still come to my eyes.  

 

I have learned many things the hard way, but once I learn them, I try to keep to the narrow road.  I hope, Karen, you will re-think this issue with an open mind, and join VVAW in their attempts to help solve the problem.







Melanie Schlaginhaufen

 

To the breeder, from V Brownell…..

Please excuse my late response to your comments and letter to VVAW; I have been ill for a couple of weeks.  

 

I have to say that I support everything Melanie and Tammy have written in previous emails.  I was on the Board of the Guilford County Shelter, NC, just after the county turned it over to Marilyn Green.  At that time, we were euthanizing in excess of 500 animals a month.  I am proficient with IV sticks and became a euthanasia tech due to staffing shortages and the sheer number of animals needing to be "moved out" on a daily basis.  When we were overcrowded, we would pull all of the black dogs and kill them "for space."  It didn't matter what breed or how well-behaved they were; they happened to be black and we knew black dogs were least likely to be adopted.   I have filled and pushed those rolling laundry carts to the incinerator many days.  

 

I had coworkers and friends from that period of time who were breeders.  Even though we were working at opposite ends of the spectrum, we respected one another's agenda and agreed to disagree on some issues.  However, I knew these people to be responsible breeders.  They bred small numbers of litters, placed pet quality dogs with contracts for spay/neuter and they controlled how/who to their show dogs were bred.  They kept the pregnant bitches in their personal care during the pregnancies.  They accomplished all of this without any resistance.  They did it by knowing the people who got their dogs.  They had "houseguest" relationships with these people and trusted them.  If I called them today, they would know the disposition of all of their dogs.  They also required that their dogs be returned to them if there was a problem of any kind with the initial placement.

  

I worked with numerous breed rescue organizations while I was on the Board at Guilford County.  A number of them had been breeders in the past.   Many of them told me that they quit breeding and devoted their energy to rescue as they realized the magnitude of the problem with pet overpopulation.  We euthanized hundreds of purebreds when our efforts to move them in to rescue failed due to no space/no foster homes.
  
My heart broke, momentarily, for everyone in that room when you said your dogs weren't "trash, mixed breed mutts" but valuable dogs.  Many of us work endlessly to save mixed breed animals and share our homes with them.  They are no less valuable, in terms of a life, than your dogs.  I couldn't quit wondering if your dogs are so valuable, why do you ship them across country to people you don't even trust?  If you have no way to enforce your contracts, why would you send your dogs in to that situation?  And if you care about the breed, I would think that the last thing you would want to have happen would be for them to fall in to the hands of an irresponsible breeder.  If your initial placement is questionably responsible, subsequent homes may be equally as irresponsible.  As Melanie said, a dog with a big price tag is pretty tempting to breed.

 

You were so angry about spay/neuter at eight weeks of age but you said you don't place your dogs until twelve weeks.  It appears that you are taking issue with something that is not even relevant to your situation anyway.  

 

I understand that there are problems with enforcing laws designed to decrease animal "production."  However, we have to start somewhere and without laws to enforce, nothing will ever change.  You seem to be worried about what everyone else is doing or "getting away with" and aren't looking at the real problem of overpopulation and willful destruction.  If you aren't placing your dogs responsibly, you are contributing to the problem as much as your neighbor down the road allowing his mutt to breed.

      

 I, like Melanie, did not come to this earth knowing the right thing to do about animals.  My family owned a farm and we had some of our own animal tragedies.  However, at almost fifty years of age and twenty years of rescue work- I have come to walk the narrow road.  I believe that we, as a planet, are charged with the responsibility to respond to the problems we create.  The problem of pet overpopulation and destruction has to stop.  I applaud Lillian and Don for the great effort they have brought to Virginia.  I also hope that you will rethink your position, Karen, with an open mind.  If you cannot support the efforts of VVAW in offering solutions, at least, consider throwing down your anger and your rally to opposition.  

 

Perhaps your anger would be better served if it were redirected toward the AKC who mails an endless stream of "papers" to dogs they know nothing about.  As a breeder who calls herself responsible, I would think you would rally opposition to the AKC's recent alliance with Petland.  If you don't have faith in the ability to enforce laws to decrease overpopulation, surely you can see how an AKC "crackdown" on pet stores, puppy mills, backyard breeders and irresponsible breeders could make a difference.  As you said, "money talks" and the AKC continues shoving money in to their pockets all the while singing their concern for animal welfare.  I believe you may be going after the wrong people.

 

 I cannot imagine that you will take up Tammy's challenge of shadowing a euthanasia tech.  It is a job that will change your heart forever; I will never recover from it.  Imagine walking to a kennel to get a dog you have failed at placing for adoption or in rescue.  He is smiling and wagging as you take him out because you have noticed him and he imagines his escape from days of boredom, incessant barking, the smell of fear and the smell of illness.  He trusts you because you are telling him how good he is and how this is not his fault.  You muster as much happiness and animation as you can for his benefit.  You walk him past the already half-filled rolling laundry cart to a small, dirty euthanasia room and he is beginning to know that something is not quite right.  You keep up the banter to distract him, sit on the floor with him and have him fall- moments later- in to your lap with his last breath.  Think about having to do this all day and for days on end.  There are no lines of distinction in a euthanasia room; each life that ends is precious and is inexcusable.  And that is, unfortunately, the only escape for too many companion animals.  It has to end.  









V Brownell

 

Melanie Schlaginhaufen replied….

V, your words are so powerful, and so true of what happens (knowing the dog is happy to get out of the run--he trusts you, yet you have to deal with the terrible, terrible heartache of knowing you are taking him to his death.)  

 

This is not just a tragedy for the animals, but also for the many people who must perform the actual act of euthanasia - whether they are shelter employees, vets or animal control.   As I mentioned, even volunteers such as myself are haunted by the faces of the innocent, and we see it rarely compared to those who deal with it daily.

 

Imagine walking to a kennel to get a dog you have failed at placing for adoption or in rescue.  He is smiling and wagging as you take him out because you have noticed him and he imagines his escape from days of boredom, incessant barking, the smell of fear and the smell of illness.  He trusts you because you are telling him how good he is and how this is not his fault.  You muster as much happiness and animation as you can for his benefit.  You walk him past the already 

half-filled rolling laundry cart to a small, dirty euthanasia room and he is beginning to know that something is not quite right.  You keep up the banter to distract him, sit on the floor with him and have him fall- moments later- in to your lap with his last breath. 

  

 

Please, we need your help to stop this needless suffering.
