1. God, the source and destiny of the cosmos:

Ruler of creation:

in Wisdom you brought forth all that is,

to participate in your divine being,

and to change,  adapt and grow in freedom.

You make holy the matter and energy of the universe

that it may delight you and give you praise.

We thank you for gathering all creation into your heart 

by the energy of your Spirit

and bringing it through death to resurrection glory 

through the one in whom all things have their being,

Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Isaiah 40:21-28a

Psalm 136:1-9, 25-26

Revelation 22:1-5

John 3:16-17

2. God of order and dynamic change

Mysterious God whose imagination and desire embraces all:

we seek to discern you in the interplay of forces,

in the order and the chaos of the universe,

and in the complexities of every living system.  

Give us grace to honor your goodness

in what we know and in what we do not know, 

in the world’s harmonies and turbulence, 
and in its promise and change; 

for you are in, through, and beyond all that is:

One God, made known to us in Jesus Christ,

through the Holy Spirit, our inspiration and guide.

Job 37:1-7

Psalm 102:25-28

Revelation 21:3-5a

Luke 13:6-8

3. The justice of God and the dignity of all creatures

Holy God, your mercy is over all your works;

and in the web of life each creature has its role and place;

we give you praise for ocelot and owl, cactus and kelp, lichen and whale; 

we honor you for whirlwind and lava, tide and topsoil, cliff and marsh;

Give us hearts and minds eager to care for your planet,

humility to recognize all creatures as your beloved ones, 

justice to share the resources of the earth with all its inhabitants, 

and love not limited by our ignorance.  

This we pray in the Name of Jesus, 

who unifies what is far off and what is near, 

and in whom, by grace and the working of your Holy Spirit, 

all things hold together. Amen.

Jonah 3:4-10

Psalm 145:8-20,16-18

Ephesians 1:8b-10

Luke 10:25-29

4. The kinship and unity of all creation in Christ

God, maker of marvels, 

you weave the planet and all its creatures together in kinship: 

Your unifying love is revealed in the interdependence of relationships 

in the complex world that you have made. 

Save us from the illusion that humankind is separate and alone, 

and join us in communion with all inhabitants of the universe.  

through Jesus Christ, our Redeemer, 

who topples the dividing walls, 

and by the power of your Holy Spirit; 

who live and reign with you for ever and ever. Amen. 

Genesis 9:8-16

Psalm 36:5-10

Colossians 1:15-20

John 1:1-5

5. Reading God’s goodness in the diversity of life

Gracious God, we read your goodness in the beauty and diversity of creation:

in the circle dance of earth and air and water; 

in a universe rich in processes supporting growth and coherence, 

distinctiveness and community; 
and above all in the gift of Jesus Christ who emptied himself to serve your world;
and so we offer thanks and praise to you, one God in three persons: 

the Author and Source of All, Christ the Incarnate Word, 

and the Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen.

Genesis 1:11-13, 20-22

Psalm 104:25-32

Romans 1:19-20

Matthew 13:31-32

6. Called to be God’s partners in the care of the planet

Merciful God, you call us to labor with you in tending the earth: 

where we have lacked love, open our hearts to the world; 

where we have been wasteful, give us discipline to conserve; 

where we have been negligent, awaken our mind and will to insight and care, 

so that in all things we may honor and serve you alongside all your creatures, 

for you live and reign with Christ, Redeemer of all, 

and your Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Ezekiel 47:6-12

Psalm 33:3-9, 13-15

Romans 8:18-23

Mark 16:14-15

A confession of sin against God and the earth

Merciful and sustaining God:

we confess that we have sinned against you 

lacking humility and gratitude for the beauty and bounty

of your creation as it sustains us and all that lives.

We confess that we have misused your earth;

grant us amendment of life, we pray.

We confess that we have been intemperate in our appetites;

strengthen us in self-control.

We confess that we have taken the abundance of your world for granted;

make us urgent now for its protection,

and, through our Savior Jesus Christ, forgive and renew us

by the power of the Holy Spirit,

with whom you live and reign one God, now and for ever. Amen.

